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Consumer Directed Services- Caregiver Support (CDS-CS)

Targeting Consumers for CDS-CS
Consumers must meet the following criteria to receive Consumer Directed Caregiver Support Services.
1. Caregiver of any age whose care recipient is 60 years old or older

2. Caregiver whose care recipient is unable to perform 2 or more Activities of Daily Living  without substantial supervision or has cognitive/mental impairment that requires supervision
3. Caregiver whose care recipient is living in a community dwelling (not a nursing home, assisted living facility, or adult foster care home)

4. Caregiver whose care recipient is not participating in AC or EW (unless they’ve maxed out their AC/EW allocation for Caregiver Support)
5. Caregiver who has the desire and capacity to navigate the Consumer Directed Caregiver Support Process
6. Caregiver who needs Caregiver Support
Consumers who meet the following criteria will receive preference (but these are not requirements that must be met to receive Consumer Directed Caregiver Support Services).
1. Caregiver for whom the traditional system is not working

2. Caregiver whose care recipient has the greatest economic or social need (with particular attention given to low-income minority individuals)
3. Caregiver whose care recipient has an income below 200% of poverty
4. Caregiver whose care recipient is part of a minority ethnic or racial group (services must be provided to minority older adults in at least the same proportion as they are to the older population of the service area)
5. Caregiver whose care recipient is isolated
6. Caregiver whose care recipient has a limited English proficiency
7. Caregiver whose care recipient has a hearing or visual impairment

NOTE: Distinction should be made between paid Caregiver Support and consumer directed Caregiver Support:

· Paid Caregiver Support is short term, provided by traditional (Home Health Aide) staff, and is intended to allow the caregiver to try paid Caregiver Support to see if they would like to pursue it further.

· Consumer directed Caregiver Support is for people for whom the traditional system is not working. It gets others involved (i.e. family, neighbors) and is more long term.
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